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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Jae Won Song on 6/15/04. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
In specification 

Page 1 , after the title of the invention and before the "Background of the Invention" 
section, enter a new section as follows: 
Related Applications 

The present application relates to the subject matter of co-pending U.S. 
Application Serial No. 09/778,649, filed by Jeffrey D. Larson, et al. on February 5, 2001, 
now Pat. No. 6,678,758. 

In claims 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A method for avoiding starvation at an initiator node 
in a computer network to which are connected at least one target node which provides 
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service and a plurality of initiator nodes which request service from said target node, 
said method comprising the operations of: 

when a_firet_request is received from said initiator node during a 
period that said target node is unable to provide service, returning a first reject reply by 
attaching thereto reject time information that matches said period; 

when said target node is in a state capable of providing service, 
preferentially accepting a retry request carrying older reject time information; and 

at said target node staying in the state capable of providing service, 
when the retry request is received, processing said retry request while when a first 
second request is received, returning a second reject reply by attaching thereto new 
reject time information. 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) A method carried out at an initiator node for 
avoiding starvation at said initiator node in a computer network to which are connected 
at least one target node which provides service and a plurality of Initiator nodes which 
request service from said target node, said method comprising the operations of: 

(a) sending a first request to said target node during a period that said 
target node is unable to provide service : and 

(b) when a reject reply is received from the target node in response to 
said first request, sending a retry request by attaching thereto a parameter whose value 
is equal to the value of a parameter of reject time information attached to said reject 
reply. 
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Claim 6 (Currently Amended) An apparatus for avoiding starvation at an initiator 
node in a computer network to which are connected at least one target node which 
provides service and a plurality of initiator nodes which request service from said target 
node, said apparatus comprising: 



during a period that said target node is unable to provide service, returning a first reject 
reply by attaching thereto reject time information that matches said period; 



service, preferentially accepting a retry request carrying older reject time information; 
and 



providing service, when the retry request is received, processing said retry request 
while when a first second request is received, returning a second reject reply by 
attaching thereto new reject time information. 

Claim 1 0 (Currently Amended) An apparatus provided at an initiator node for 
avoiding starvation at said initiator node in a computer network to which are connected 
at least one target node which provides service and a plurality of initiator nodes which 
request service from said target node, said apparatus comprising: 

means for sending a first request to said target node durino a 
period that said target node is unable to provide service : and 



means for, when a firet request is received from said initiator node 



means for, when said target node is in a state capable of providing 



means for, at said target node staying in the state capable of 
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means for, when a reject reply is received from the target node In 
response to said first request, sending a retry request by attaching thereto a parameter 
whose value Is equal to the value of a parameter of reject time information attached to 
said reject reply. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by an apparatus for 
avoiding starvation at an initiator node in a computer network to which are connected at 
least one target node which provides service and a plurality of initiator nodes which 
request service from said target node, said recording medium having stored thereon a 
program for implementing: 

a facility for, when a firet request Is received from said Initiator node 
during a period that said target node Is unable to provide service, returning a first reject 
reply by attaching thereto reject time Information that matches said period; 

a facility for, when said target node is in a state capable of 
providing service, preferentially accepting a retry request carrying older reject time 
information; and 

a facility for, at said target node staying in the state capable of 
providing service, when the retry request is received, processing said retry request 
while when a ^ second request is received, returning a second reject reply by 
attaching thereto new reject time information. 
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Claim 15 (Currently Amended) A recording medium readable by an initiator node in 
a computer network to which are connected at least one target node which provides 
service and a plurality of initiator nodes which request service from said target node, 
said recording medium having stored thereon a starvation avoiding program for 
implementing: 

a facility for sending a first request to said target node during a 
period that said target node is unable to provide service : and 

a facility for, when a reject reply is received from the target node in 
response to said first request, sending a retry request by attaching thereto a parameter 
whose value is equal to the value of a parameter of reject time information attached to 
said reject reply. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The claimed 
invention provides the novel use of rejection time information to avoid starvation in a 
computer network. When a target node is in a state unable to provide service for a 
request received from an initiator node, the target node transmits a rejection reply by 
attaching the rejection time information to the rejection reply. When the target node is in 
a state capable of providing service, preferentially accepting a retry request carrying 
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older rejection time information, results in an increase in communication traffic, which 
were not taught or suggested by the prior art of record. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jungwon Chang whose telephone number is (703)305- 
9669. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00 (Monday-Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on (703)305-8498. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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